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SUBJECT:  REPATRIATION  OF  67  HMONG  FROM  THAILAND 

REF:  A.  BANGKOK  1151 

IB.  VIENTIANE  0225 

(SBU)  MFA  Director  General  for  Press  Affairs  Yong 
Chanthalangsy  confirmed  press  reports  that  Thailand  had 
repatriated  19  families  of  Lao  Hmong  (67  individuals)  from 
Thailand's  detention  facility  in  Petchabun  Province. 

According  to  Yong  the  67  had  arrived  on  April  10  and  had  been 
sent  to  the  Lao  screening  facility  at  Paksan  where  they  are 
expected  to  remain  for  "less  than  a month."  Yong  said  he 
expected  that  80%  of  this  group  had  come  from  Xiang  Khouang 
Province  and  would  be  returned  there  after  screening  for 
resettlement  with  extended  family  members.  Asked  about 
returning  them  at  this  time  — just  before  the  April  13  Lao 
(and  Thai)  traditional  New  Year  — Yong  said  that,  with  8000 
to  be  repatriated  from  Thailand,  the  process,  although 
starting  slowly,  has  to  move  forward.  Yong  said  that  the  Pak 
San  screening  personnel  had  been  instructed  to  work  through 
the  New  Year  holiday  to  complete  screening.  (Note:  the 
return  was  highlighted  as  a front-page  story  in  three  major 
Lao  newspapers  on  April  11;  this  group  does  not  include  the 
Lao  Hmong  waiting  to  be  repatriated  from  Petchabun  to  Laos  to 
be  subsequently  resettled  to  France  (ref  B).) 
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